
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/carers 

Although it’s been a very short half-term, it’s certainly been a very busy one! School 

has taken part in national events such as World Book Day, Science Week and 

Comic Relief. We also invited the Scholastic book fair into school (as part of our 

World Book Day festivities) and we have taken groups of children out on visits to 

Eureka, Cliffe Castle and Tropical World. In school, various additional experiences 

have taken place such as the reception animal visit and the year 3 drama 

workshops.  

We have also invited parents/carers into school for our ‘How to Help at Home’ 

sessions, where important information was shared about the statutory testing which 

will take place in a number of year groups next term. These sessions also had a 

wellbeing focus because we appreciate that many young people can feel anxious 

when they have to complete tests in school. 

Parents were also invited to join our World Book Day events in the school’s 

community room. It was lovely that so many parents/carers joined us. Miss Ansari 

did a great job of making sure everyone could have a drink, after the story session, if 

they chose to.  

As we look ahead to next term, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Ms 

Boyd for her contributions to the school over the past 18 years. Ms Boyd’s last day 

in school was Tuesday so the children said goodbye to her in the whole school 

assembly at the end of the day. I’m sure that you join me in wishing her well, in her 

new post. 

Finally, to all those members of our school community currently observing Ramadan 

or to those parents/carers just looking forward to the Easter break, I hope that you 

enjoy this time with your family and loved ones.  

I look forward to seeing you on the playground from 8.40am on Monday 8th April.  

Mrs Merriman 
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This half-term, our nursery pupils decided that they wanted to make a 

big red bus. When it was finished, the nursery children enjoyed 

traveling on the bus to a variety of destinations. They packed bags with 

picnic food and sang ‘The wheels on the bus!' 

World Book Day proved to be 

a wonderful day in nursery. 

The special picture book Miss 

Rigg chose for World Book 

Day proved to be a popular 

choice. 



Reception 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also fantastic 

to see how 

confident lots of our 

reception pupils are 

when they have the 

opportunity to try 

new things, for the 

first time.  

Everyone in 

reception really 

enjoyed the animal 

experience on 

15.3.24. Lots of new 

knowledge was 

gained and our 

pupils looked after 

the animals well.  

We’re really proud of how 

the children’s writing is 

developing in reception. 

After reading the story 

Goodnight Gorilla, the 

children drew some 

fantastic zoo maps. 



Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half-term, year 1 have 

been designing, making and 

evaluating a model car. The 

hardest part was making the 

axel and attaching it to the 

body of the car but the 

children worked very hard 

with their partners and 

everyone managed to make 

a car that could be pushed 

along. 

 

Year 1 have also been 

investigating which material 

would be best to keep us 

dry. The children made 

'coats' out of the different 

materials: wool, fabric, 

plastic, metal and paper. 

Children then pretended to 

be like the rain and squirted 

their friends! 

In maths, Year 1 have 

started to look at 

numbers to 50. They 

have used base 10 

resources to build the 

numbers and then they 

looked at how to make 

the numbers using 

place value cards. 



Year 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 had an amazing 

time visiting Tropical 

World as part of their 

work on animals and 

their habitats. They saw 

a wide variety of 

animals, including lots 

of different types of fish, 

lizards, monkeys, 

meerkats and even a 

crocodile! 

Year 2 even managed to 

squeeze some extra 

science learning into some 

Red Nose Day fun: they 

investigated whether jelly 

sets faster if pineapple is 

added! 

The children in Year 2 

also enjoyed searching 

our school edible 

playground for 

woodlice as part of 

their investigation to 

find out whether 

woodlice are living or 

not. 



Year 3 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 also had a great 

time visiting Eureka 

Museum in Halifax. They 

enjoyed taking part in a 

workshop about the 

human body and looking 

at the different galleries 

in the museum. 

Year 3 had a great 

World Book Day. In 3 

Birch, they read the 

picture book ‘Stay for 

Dinner’ and learnt 

about celebrating 

differences. Then they 

created their own dinner 

table with all of their 

favourite meals. 

Our year 3 pupils 

really enjoyed looking 

at the book fair books. 

It was fantastic that so 

many pupils bought a 

book at the parent/ 

carer sessions, after 

school.  
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Our year 4 pupils 

always enjoy their 

weekly trumpet 

lesson. This half-term, 

they’ve been learning 

a Bollywood inspired 

tune.  

Our year 4 pupils have 

also been learning about 

the digestive system. 

They’ve produced some 

fantastic work to present 

their learning.  

Year 4 have also 

been using Stikbot 

figures to create stop 

motion animations. 

We’re very proud of 

what they’ve created.  
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Year 5 have been 

making name badges 

using the new 

micro:bits. Next, they 

will be writing an 

algorithm to make a 

flashing heartbeat! 

Year 5 have also 

been using the 

programme 2 

Design and Make. 

Here are some of 

the spaceships that 

they made.  

5 Birch had a lot of fun 

during their dance 

workshop. The session 

also taught them how to 

express their emotions 

using their bodies. 



Year 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survival of the fittest! In science, 

year 6 have been conducting 

experiments to work out which type 

of bird beak works best for picking 

up different types of food from 

different environments. This links to 

their theme on 'evolution'. 

 

Year 6 have also been 

learning more about 

evolution outside of the 

classroom too. Their visit 

to Cliffe Castle really 

supported their 

knowledge development.  

This half-term, everyone in 

school took part in special 

activities for national science 

week. Our year 6 pupils took 

part in a live lesson, along with 

pupils from schools all across 

the country! 

 



Whole School Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone took part in special 

science activities, as part of 

national science week, this half-

term. Year 5 made water clocks 

as part of this year’s science 

week topic ‘Time’.  

 

 

On 15th March, we also raised money for 

Comic Relief. Thank you to everybody 

who bought a red nose, from our school 

councillors, or donated some money on 

the day.  

World Book Day proved 

to be a great success! 

Thank you to all of the 

parents/ carers who 

made it to our story 

sessions. Lots of 

beautiful work was 

created, linked to the 

special picture books 

we used.  



Notable Dates for Summer 1 2023-2024 

 

COMING SOON… 

8th April – reception eye tests 

9th April – fluoride varnish session (EYFS) 

10th April – school closed for Eid 

12th April – Eid parties 

W/C 15th April – Y6 mock SATs 

17th April – parent consultation evening 

19th April - fluoride varnish session (EYFS) 

30th April – Y4 visit to Gurdwara 

6th May – school closed for Early May Bank Holiday 

9th May – Y1 Saltaire visit 

10th May – Y3 visit to ACW garden centre 

W/C 13th May – KS2 SATs week 

17th May – 3 Chestnut linking school event (in school) 

20th May – 1 Birch Royal Opera House Create and Dance event 

 

  

LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD…          

24th May  –   school closes for the half-term break 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  


