
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/carers 

I do hope that everybody who has been in school so far this week, to see our Christmas 

concerts, has enjoyed the children’s performances. We were particularly proud that our 

reception and KS1 pupils didn’t need any backing vocals on the songs to help them. In fact, 

I’ve actually been told by a very reliable source, this is the first-time backing vocals haven’t 

been used in the reception and KS1 concert in at least twenty-five years! I’m sure that our 

year 3, 4 and 5 pupils will make us just as proud when they perform on Friday. 

It isn’t just concerts which have been helping everyone to feel festive. On Wednesday, we 

had our first Winter Fair. This was organised by Mrs Young to help fund our World Book Day 

experiences in spring. I’m sure that you’ll agree that it was a fantastic occasion. On behalf of 

school, thank you to all the staff who supported this event and a big thank you to Mrs Young 

for organising it. 

Wednesday wasn’t just our fair day; it was also our Christmas jumper and lunch day. As 

always, our school caterers did a wonderful job of serving a Christmas themed meal. There 

was a lovely atmosphere in the dining hall and everyone seemed to be enjoying the event. 

Although this half-term has felt shorter than normal due to the Bradford Christmas holidays 

starting earlier this year, we have still managed to squeeze lots of learning and wonderful 

experiences into the curriculum for our pupils. Please make sure that you take time to look 

at the photographs to find out more!  

Even though the term hasn’t ended, we are already busily preparing for January. Next term, 

Mr Ruddock will be formally launching school’s work to achieve the Healthy Minds 

Chartermark. We’re confident that this work will further enhance the work we already do in 

school to support positive mental wellbeing. We’re also looking forward to lots of the 

experiences planned in for pupils during the spring term, such as the year 5 residential to 

High Adventure, and I think everyone is excited to see how our second crop of fruit and 

vegetables, in the edible playground, grow. Fingers crossed they’ll grow just as well as last 

year! 

If I don’t see you, I hope that you have a relaxing break. Take care and I’ll look forward to 

seeing you on the school playground, from 8.40am, on Wednesday 3rd January. 

Mrs Merriman 
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This half-term, our nursery 

pupils had their visit from 

Harold. He talked to them about 

how to keep themselves happy 

and healthy. Everybody enjoyed 

the visit. 

Everyone in nursery enjoyed the little bit of 

snow we got in December. The snow 

provided wonderful sensory play for the 

children and they observed what happened, 

and why, to the snow over the following 

days. 

On 14th December, Father Christmas visited each 

classroom in school. Our nursery children demonstrated 

wonderful listening skills as he told them stories. Father 

Christmas then joined us at the Winter Fair so he had a 

very busy day in school! 



Reception 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our reception pupils took full 

advantage of the sprinkle of snow we 

had in December and collected it to 

find out what would happen to it, and 

why, over time. 

Everyone also enjoyed 

reception’s local walk. 

The children explored 

the local area and 

discussed the places 

which are important to 

them. Lots of trains 

were spotted arriving at 

the train station! When 

they were on the walk, 

they learnt about road 

safety too. 

The children in reception cherry have also 

been predicting whether a hyacinth bulb, they 

planted in water, will grow. 2 pupils have 

predicted that it will germinate; 24 have 

predicted it won’t because there is no sun or 

soil. Everyone is looking forward to finding out 

which predictions are accurate. 
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Year 1 have been using 

sticks to help them learn 

about the properties of 2D 

shapes. They also used 

skittles to help them learn 

number bonds for 5, 6 and 

7. In fact, they enjoyed the 

skittles game so much 

they continued playing it 

during an indoor playtime! 

The year 1 

children also 

enjoyed making 

rain catchers and 

they spent a 

week, taking a 

daily 

measurement, so 

that they could 

practise recording 

and analysing 

results in science. 

Earlier this half-term, 

everyone enjoyed the visit 

from SMJ Falconry. The 

pupils met four different 

types of owls and learnt 

lots of facts and 

information. I’m sure that 

SMJ Falconry appreciated 

the thoughtful questions 

our pupils asked and the 

wonderful thank you 

letters we sent after. 
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Our year 2 actors did a 

fantastic job of 

learning their lines, 

remembering when to 

come onto stage and 

performing for each 

audience who 

watched our reception 

and key stage 1 

concert. 

Our year 2 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their 

train ride to Saltaire. Once they got to 

Saltaire, the children went to Shipley Glen 

and collected some natural materials for 

one of their passport activities. The Shipley 

Glen tram ride proved to be a particularly 

popular part of the visit. 

Everyone has been 

developing their 

knowledge of how to use 

a range of tools and 

resources to make some 

Christmas crafts. 
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Year 3 enjoyed their 

visit to St 

Margaret’s Church 

to learn more about 

the story of 

Christmas. They 

also explored the 

topic of light in our 

emotional and 

religious lives. 

Our year 3 pupils 

have also been 

testing magnets, this 

half-term, and 

classifying objects 

into magnetic and 

non-magnetic. 

It was fantastic to see 

the children’s final 

pieces of Greek 

pottery artwork. They 

loved sketching, 

designing and making 

these; they then 

carefully drew on their 

vases before adding 

the finishing touches. 
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Year 4 had lots of 

fun making string 

telephones to 

learn about the 

mediums sound 

can travel 

through. 

To support the retention of 

new learning about ‘pitch’, 

our year 4 pupils made 

information posters which 

they presented to another 

class. 

Year 4 also 

enjoyed their 

visit to St 

Margaret’s 

Church to learn 

more about the 

story of 

Christmas. 
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Year 5 are enjoying their ukulele lessons. 

We’re really proud of how they are 

improving their knowledge of musical 

notation and expanding their knowledge of 

how to learn different instruments, after the 

weekly trumpet lessons they had last year.  

 

 

As part of their theme ‘Could 

you be a crime scene 

investigator?’, year 5 have been 

completing investigations with 

soluble and insoluble 

substances.  

As part of their 

dance unit of work 

in PE, our year 5 

pupils have been 

learning routines 

for the next 

Olympic Games!  
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Year 6 have been 

using a range of 

maps to study the 

topography of the 

places they are 

studying through 

their theme 

‘Destination 

Dilemma’. 

 

 

Everyone in year 6 also enjoyed 

learning about river features, 

through their work on the Alpine 

Region. 

It’s been wonderful to see how 

our year 6 pupils continue to 

develop their resilience when 

tackling tricky problems in 

mathematics. 



Whole School Events 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To continue to 

develop our 

author knowledge, 

we invited local 

author Deane 

Narayn into school 

to read his first 

published book - 

The Loving Earth. 

Afterwards, pupils 

were able to ask 

questions about 

being an author. 

 

We enjoyed raising 

money for Children 

in Need through our 

special school 

events. Thank you to 

everybody who 

contributed. 

Remember, we do have 

our toddler session in 

the school’s 

community room every 

Wednesday. If you’d 

like to join the group 

and you want more 

details, please ring the 

school office or speak 

to Mrs Rehman. 



Notable Dates for Spring 1 

 

COMING SOON… 

Friday 15th December – School closes  

  

LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD…          

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

Wednesday 3rd January School reopens 

Thursday 4th January  Y1 Walk to Lister Park 

Thursday 11th January Y3 Visit to The Royal Armouries Museum  

Tuesday 16th January Rocksteady Music Concert 

Tuesday 23rd January School nurse visiting Reception/Y1 – handwashing session 

Thursday 25th January – 

Friday 26th January  

Y5 High Adventure Residential 

Monday 5th February  Y6 Mock SATs week 

  

Friday 9th February School closes for one week 

Monday 19th February  School reopens 


